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The  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Eastry  Rural  District  Council 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

As  year  follows  year  in  the  Rural  District,  one  notes  trends  in  the 
progress  of  concern  with  the  public  health,  influenced  by  national  dis- 
cussion or  debate,  as  well  as  by  local  circumstances.  The  Council  during 
1967,  perhaps  influenced  by  talk  of  local  government  reform,  were  concerned 
about  the  County  activities  on  development  and  planning  as  they  might  affect 
communities  within  the  Rural  District.  Haphazard  development  undoubtedly 
makes  the  improvement  of  amenities  or  sanitary  services  more  difficult, 
although  restriction  of  growth  or  change  may  cause  stagnation  and  decay. 

It  was  with  this  in  mind  that  the  Council  sought  to  influence  the  County 
Planners  to  allow  for  some  space  in  the  small  towns  and  villages  for  the 
entry  of  newcomers  to  prevent  the  run-down  of  the  smaller  communities 
and  to  revitalize  parish  life  and  maintain  or  improve  the  population 
balance.  While  the  Council  were  speaking  out  for  the  preservation  of 
the  rural  community,  they  also  gave  opportunity  for  the  Committee  for 
the  Preservation  of  Rural  Kent  to  speak  out  on  planning  applications. 

The  proposal  to  open  a Hovercraft  port  in  Pegwell  Bay  was  revived 
after  having  been  rejected  and  is  now  a reality.  While  the  public  health 
and  port  health  problems  arc  matters  for  Ramsgate  Borough,  the  future  may 
well  involve  the  rural  hinterland.  It  seemed  reasonable  to  press  for  a 
start  on  the  Sandwich  Bye-pass  road  if  only  to  aid  lateral  links  with 
this  new  cross  channel  route. 

Another  event  of  wider  interest  than  the  rural  district  alone,  was 
the  establishment  at  the  instigation  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local 
Government,  of  a Working  Party  to  consider  and  co-ordinate  the  future 
needs  of  the  local  authorities  of  Thanet,  Sandwich  and  Eastry  Rural 
District,  for  facilities  for  refuse  disposal.  As  three  out  of  the  five 
local  authorities  face  long-term  if  not  immediate  difficulties,  there  was 
much  wisdom  in  this  move.  Ramsgate  Borough's  apparently  adequate  area  for 
refuse  disposal  was  not  without  the  occasional  lapse  of  care  that  reflected 
on  the  beauty  of  a lonely  stretch  of  beach  beloved  of  Peter  Scott  in  his 
youth. 

The  Torrey  Canyon  calamity  resulted  in  much  attention  to  the  risk  of 
oil  pollution  to  beaches,  and  in  Kent  County  Council  establishing  an 
organization  to  deal  with  such  a problem,  with  equipment  based  on 
Shorncliffe.  Without  the  hot  sun  of  California  to  melt  the  tar  and  oil 
into  union  with  the  sand  and  wash  it  back  below  the  sea  at  the  next  high 
tide,  such  pollution  on  our  beaches  remains  until  removed.  Perhaps  one 
day  some  marine  engineer  will  develop  a means  of  firing  clouds  of  basic 
slag  over  floating  oil  slicks  to  sink  them  without  trace  while  still  off 
shore. 

STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  District  in  mid-1967  showed  an  increase  of 
0.7%  on  the  previous  year  to  23,890.  The  birth  rate  declined  to  1 6.4 
per  1,000  population  of  which  5.8%  were  illegitimate  births.  The  death 
rate  also  declined  slightly  to  l6.6  per  1,000  population.  There  were 
eight  infant  deaths  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  20  per  1,000  live 
births . With  the  five  stillbirths  the  early  neonatal  deaths  gave  a 
perinatal  mortality  rate  of  25  which  corresponds  to  the  national  rate. 

The  standard  population  that  would  have  produced  the  births  recorded  in 
1967  would  have  numbered  21,142.  The  same  figure  for  deaths  recorded 
i;rould  have  been  36,754.  Setting  these  figures  against  our  actual 
population  of  23,890  persons,  it  is  clearly  seen  that  we  are  somewhat 
weighted  with  elderly,  although  the  reproductive  population  do  their  bit 
to  correct  the  balance. 
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Detailed  statistics  are  given  as  an  appendix. 


HOUSING. 


The  Council  raised  its  house  building  fig-ares  to  110  new  houses  (87 
in  1966),  while  private  house  building  remained  at  the  same  level  on  130 
now  dwellings. 

Action  on  unfit  houses  resulted  in  the  demolition  of  22  houses  and 
the  closure  of  two  dwellings.  Nine  families  totalling  21  persons  were 
displaced  from  this  action  and  rehoused. 

Informal  action  by  owners  revived  30  unfit  houses,  while  three  were 
made  fit  after  formal  notice.  Of  these  houses,  fou"’  were  previously 
under  Demolition  Orders  and  two  wore  under  Closing  Orders, 

The  resulting  increase  in  dwellings  over  the  year  was  2l6. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  promotion  of  improvements  and 
other  independent  applications  resulted  in  the  Council  giving  44  Dis- 
cretionary Grants  and  18  Standard  Grants,  In  25  cases  the  Discretionary 
Grants  were  for  tenanted  houses  and  of  the  Standard  Grants,  five  wore  for 
tenanted  dwellings.  In  seventeen  cases  the  maximum  Discretionary  Grant  of 
£400  was  approved. 

The  Council,  noting  that  the  rents  of  all  Council  houses  arc  influenced 
by  the  building  of  more  Council  houses,  reconsidered  the  Rents  Rebate  scheme 
but  again  turned  the  scheme  down. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  arc  now  only  ten  dwellings  not  supplied  with  public  mains  water 
or  an  adequate  alternative  supply  out  of  the  8,449  dwellings  in  the  district 
Those  dwellings  remain  under  the  observation  of  the  Publi  ?,  Health  Inspector 
and  21  bacteriological  samples  and  four  chemical  samples  were  taken  of  which 
seven  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  public  mains  supply  comes  from  Thane t w"ater  Board  supplies  drawn 
from  deep  chalk  sources.  This  gives  a neutral  water  hard  in  character, 
between  260  and  3G0  p.p.m,  hardness  according  to  source,  the  non-carbonate 
hardness  being  highest  in  tho  Minster  Source  (90)  and  lowest  (40)  in  the 
Bramling  and  Wingham  Source.  It  is  a good  water  free  from  iron  and  other 
metallic  contamination  with  an  absence  of  radioactivity.  The  bacterial 
purity  is  good  at  source.  Nevertheless,  the  water  is  chlorinated  to  protect 
against  any  possible  risks  in  the  mains.  The  Thanet  Water  Board  suffered  a 
sudden  emergency  in  tho  blockage  of  the  Bramling  addit  and  some  collapse  of 
structure.  This  was  noticed  immediately  due  to  variation  in  water  flow  and 
strict  precautions  taken  to  prevent  any  pollution  of  public  supply. 


SMAGE._ 


Tho  sewage  works  serving  Eastry  was  extended  during  the  year  and  this 
gave  the  opportunity  to  improve  the  hygiene  facilities  for  those  employed 
in  the  works . 

Tho  sanitary  arrangements  for  v.  cut  or  u to  Sandwich  Bay  were  discussed 
with  the  owners  of  the  Bay  and  it  was  agreed  to  provide  an  additional 
public  convenience  and  water  point,  a financial  contribution  from  the 
Oimers  being  agreed. 

The  working  arrangements  on  the  supervision  of  drainage  works  were 
revised,  the  Surveyor's  Building  Inspectors  now  checking  cn  now  -works,  raid 
Public  Health  Inspectors  checking  existing  drainage  and  any  alterations. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  pail  closets  in  use  had  been 
reduced  to  292,  which  had  reduced  the  number  by  44  over  the  previous  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  attacked  the  problem  of  bulky  refuse  abandoned  in  built- 
up  areas  and  vehicles  abandoned  in  rural  areas,  and  under  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act  and  existing  Public  Health  powers,  agreed  a scheme  for 
household  collection  of  bulky  items  and  for  collection  and  disposal  of 
abandoned  vehicles,  thus  seeking  the  preservation  of  village  tidiness, 
and  preservation  of  the  countryside. 

The  working  conditions  of  refuse  collection  and  other  outside  staff 
were  reviewed  and  the  provision  of  a now  mossroom  and  toilets  at  Poison 
Cross  depot  approved.  The  staff  representatives  also  asked  for  hand- 
washing facilities  on  refuse  collection  and  cesspool  emptying  lorries  as 
a measure  to  protect  the  health  of  those  men  who  arc  unable  to  return  to 
depot  for  a midday  break. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  RELATED  HATTERS . 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  refers  to  the  duties  carried  out  to 
supervise  the  hygienic  production,  handling  and  sale  of  foodstuffs. 

Meat  inspection  is  now  limited  to  meat  on  sale  as  there  is  no  longer 
any  slaughtering  of  cattle  in  the  rural  district.  The  necessity  for  poultry 
inspection  was  emphasized  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  inspectors  were 
given  the  opportunity  to  attend  a three-day  course  to  gain  experience  in 
special  aspects  of  this  work . 

The  Civil  Airlines  at  Manston  Airport  were  found  to  be  slack  in  their 
attention  to  environmental  hygiene  and  storage  of  waste  food  between 
collections.  It  was  clear  that  the  problems  of  passenger  movement  resulted 
in  poor  priority  to  the  storage  and  disposal  of  the  by-products,  of  uneaten 
food,  and  other  debris.  Pressure  produced  some  improvement.  Past  attention 
to  water  supplies  to  planes  had  corrected  that  hazard. 

The  continuing  disposal  of  S andwi ch  Slaughterhouse  waste  as  an  agricul- 
tural manure,  which  meant  its  transport  over  the  rural  roads,  was  again 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food. 
The  Animal  Health  Division  showed  interest  and  a possible  contravention  of 
the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957,  arising  from  the  practice 
brought  bettor  control  than  previous  efforts . 

Our  attention  was  called  to  the  high  mortality  in  a batch  of  turkey 
poults  received  for  rearing.  These  were  reported  as  infected  with 
Salmonella  Typhi -murium . Those  who  had  handled  the  birds  on  arrival  were 
checked  for  infection  as  they  handled  other  foods. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTION, 

Two  animal  rearing  laboratories  arc  known  to  function  in  the  rural 
district.  Attention  was  given  to  the  arrangements  within  the  establishments 
to  confine  and  control  any  infection  amongst  the  animals.  The  laboratories 
look  on  man  as  a much  greater  risk  to  their  breeding  stock  than  the  latter 
arc  to  man  and  take  precautions  accordingly.  However,  the  disinfection  of 
discharge  from  these  laboratories  and  methods  of  disposal  were  confirmed  as 
satisfactory. 

One  case  of  Anthrax  in  a cow  was  reported.  While  the  arrangements  for 
control  and  disposal  of  the  carcase  arc  a police  matter,  such  notification 
allows  us  to  confirm  precautions.' 
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The  routine  follow-up  of  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  carried 
out  to  ensure  that  food  handlers  or  those  caring  for  young  children  are 
not  involved  as  close  contacts. 

Details  of  immunization  and  vaccination  carried  out  by  the  family 
doctors  and  the  County  medical  staff  arc  given  in  the  appendix. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  district  during  the  year  and 
there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  acceptance  rate.  The  mining  fraternity 
are  well  used  to  such  a pro cee dure  and  know  its  value  and,  despite  the 
N.C.B.  routine  visits,  there  was  an  increase  in  attendance  from  Aylesham, 
which  confirms  that  past  publicity  in  which  the  local  parish  and  rural 
district  councillors  wore  so  active,  is  still  reaping  its  harvest.  A 
total  of  2,154  attended  the  Unit  on  its  visit  to  the  villages.  Over  the 
years  the  new  case  rate  has  fallen  from  four  per  1,000  to  0.5  per  1,000 
showing  the  benefit  of  these  surveys. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  FOOD  POISONING. 

It  was  a Measles  year.  One  hopes  that  measles  vaccination  may  make  it 
the  last  measles  epidemic  year.  A total  of  326  cases  wore  notified, 
practically  all  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Only  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  wore  notified. 

The  occurrence  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  of  which  nine  now  cases 
were  notified,  one  in  a schoolchild,  was  mainly  in  the  middle  age  group 
45  - 64  years . It  is  in  this  and  the  over  65  age  groups  that  source  of 
spread  occurs  and  one  wishes  for  greater  support  to  the  Mass  radiography 
unit  from  the  middle  aged  and  elderly  to  counter  this  situation  by  early 
recognition  of  the  disease. 

There  was  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  notified,  a household  infection. 
But  a large  educational  unit  suffered  two  separate  outbreaks  of  nausea, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea. 

The  first  outbreak;  involved  60  out  of  tho  230  persons  in  the  college. 
The  occurrence  concentrated  on  students  accomodated  in  outbuildings  and  not 
in  the  main  college  and  the  cases  occurred  over  three  days  with  a gap  of 
24  hours  between  tho  first  six  cases  and  the  main  outbreak.  The  illness 
was  violent  in  onset  with  prostration  of  short  duration  and  no  further 
cases  occurred  after  the  third  day.  No  pathogens  were  isolated  and 
investigation  of  food  handling  and  preparation  was  inconclusive. 

The  second  outbreak  occurred  six  weeks  later  and  involved  30  students. 
The  first  cases  of  nausea,  severe  vomiting  followed  by  severe  abdominal 
discomfort  and  diarrhoea  started  at  3 a.m.,  and  apart  from  two  late  cases 
of  belly  ache  and  diarrhoea  24  hours  la.tcr,  the  main  group  of  cases  had  all 
recovered  by  fifteen  hours  after  the  onset.  Three  out  of  four  stool 
specimens  and  vomit  showed  the  presence  of  Cl.  Welchii  and  certainly  the 
nature  of  the  second  outbreak;  fitted  the  symptomatology  of  such  form  of 
food  poisoning.  A full  investigation  of  kitchen  methods  and  food  storage 
wras  made.  While  no  portions  of  food  oaten  wore  available  for  investigation, 
a chock  on  the  menu  over  the  previous  two  days  disclosed  the  possibility  of 
one  out  of  eight  portions  of  silverside,  approximating  to  30  servings  out  of 
230,  being  tho  cause.  Some  of  these  affected  did  not  cat  silverside,  but 
had  to  remove  the  meat  from  the  plated-mcal  service  to  avoid  it,,  with  the 
chance  of  retained  contamination  on  the  plate. 
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An  interesting  relationship  between  the  first  and  second  outbreak  was 
that  those  involved  in  the  second  outbreak  were  absent  on  field  training 
during  the  first  outbreak,  and  that  those  involved  in  the  first  outbreak 
did  not  suffer  in  the  second.  Can  ono  retain  a short  live  immunity  to 
Cl.  irrolchii  toxin  following  one  incident  to  protect  you  in  a subsequent 
occurrence? 

OTHER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS, 

Noise . Complaints  were  received  of  noise  nuisance  from  pneumatic 
drills  used  in  breaking  up  concrete  shelters.  The  use  of  muffling  covers 
for  pneumatic  drills  has  been  encouraged  in  the  district.  "While  Statutory 
Undertakings  have  some  protection  from  formal  legal  action  by  the  local 
authority,  it  is  found  that  they  arc  quit-o  co-operative.  There  is,  however, 
some  selection  in  where  mufflers  arc  applied,  c.g.  near  habitation  and  as 
this  is  left  to  the  ganger,  human  error  can  crocp  in  especially  where 
hearing  damage  is  already  present  in  the  workman. 

The  complaints  about  bird  scaring  devices  again  involved  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  attempting  to  balance  the  needs  of  the  fruit  grower 
with  the  tolerance  of  nearby  inhabitants . 


The  Council  completed  its  first  Old  Persons'  Precinct 


of  36  units,  including  a Y/ardon  Assisted  Unit,  in  a most  successful 
development  in  St.  Nicholas- at-W ade , which  has  blended  into  the  village 
most  pleasantly. 

The  W.V.S.  made  progress  in  the  provision  of  its  'Meals  on  Wheels' 
service  in  the  Rural  District. 

Section  47,  National  Assistance  action  was  considered  in  the  ease  of 
an  elderly  ma"  living  in  a prominent  tumbledown  farm  in  Staple.  Here  was 
a man  whose  mode  of  life  was  certainly  detrimental  to  the  amenities,  but 
who  was  quite  clear  in  his  mind  that  this  was  the  way  he  wished  to  live. 

It  was  considered  a ease  for  Public  Health  or  Housing  Act  process.  The 
ease  was  closed  not  by  the  stroke  of  a pen  but  by  another  such  in  the 
form  of  a cerebral  haemorrhage. 

VOLUNTARY  AGENCIES. 

The  Council  gives  financial  support  to  the  Citizen's  Advice  Bureau 
in  Deal,  the  Marriage  Guidance  Concil  in  East  Kent  and  to  the  local  Branch 
of  the  Family  Planning  Association.  It  also  has  an  active  Road  and  Hone 
Safety  Committee.  This  interest  is  a vory  important  contribution  to 
community  welfare. 


The  tables  in  support  of  this  report  follow. 


MALCOLM  S.  HARVEY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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TABLES  AND  STATISTICS  - 


Population  Mid  Year: 

23,890 

Area 

54,276  acres 

Births : 

391 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
$ Illegitimate 

368 

23 

5.8$ 

Birth  Rate: 

16. A 

(England  & Wales  17.2)  per  1,000  population. 

Adjusted  Birth 
Rato: 

18.5 

(Ratio  to  E.&  W.  = 1.08) 

Factor 

1.13 

Standard  population  that  would  produce 

391  births  on  national  rate:  = 

21,142 

persons . 

Deaths : 

397 

Death  Rate: 

16.6 

(England  & Wales  11.2)  per  1,000  population. 

Adjusted  Death 
Rat  c : 

10.8 

(Ratio  to  E.&  W.  = O.96) 

Factor 

0.65 

Standard  population  that  would  register 

397  deaths  on  national  rate:  = 

36,754 

persons . 

Infant  deaths : 

8 

under  1 year  of  ago. 

Deaths  under  63 

1 years : 

Male  59  female  33.  Representing  23$  of  total. 

Stillbirths : 

5.  S. 

B.R.  = 13  (E.&  W.  14.8) 

per  1,000  live  and  still 
births . 

Infant  Deaths: 

under  1 week 

1 X7cck  - 1 month 

1 month  - 1 year 

5 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:  20.  (E.&  W.  18.3)  per  1,000  live  births. 


Early  Infant  Mortality:  12.8  - under  1 week. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate:  = 25.  (E.&  ¥.  25*4)  Early  Infant  Deaths  and 

stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births . 
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Non-Rospiratory  T.B.  Male:  9.  Female: 


> 

> 

GO 

o 

^ o 

o' 

O 

P 

43  P 

o 

P 

2 

c+ 

o <+ 

o 

CO 

O 

Co  O 

43 

H 

H 

ci- 

H- 

O 

o 

4) 

t'd 

P 

to 

c-f- 

P 

H P 

cm 

43 

o 

P ° 

P 

Rj  o 

o 

o 

f-t 
t— • 

o 4J 

o 

<! 

O 

o tr 

p 

o 

P 

c+  p 

0<J 

4 

H* 

H-  H 

tr 

P 

O H- 
P c+ 
Co  H* 
CO 

04 

IV) 

IV) 

H 

H 

vn 

On 

Vn 

« 

• 

41 

o 

W 

o 

o 

c+- 

o 

o 

4j 

PJ 

w 

Pi 

o 

43 

T) 

H9 

4 

H* 

4 

o 

tP 

43 

P 

H* 

• 

o 

ct- 

co 

4 

O 

o 

a 

4 

p 

CO 

H- 

P 

i-9 

CP 

p 

a1 

o 

43 

b=J 

43 

t-=j 

4 

o 

P ' 

O 

P 

o 

D 

H 

a 

H 

& 

P 

o 

p 

o 

H 

t-1 

o 

o 

o 

co 

H- 

CO 

H 

1 

H 

VM 

ov 

7 


PREVENTION  07  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 


Vaccination  and  Immunization.  (Figures  From  County  Medical  Officer  of 

Health) . 


Smallpox  Vaccination: 


Births  1966  = W Births  1967  = 391 


Primary  Vaccination  at 
1 year: 

Rcvaccination  under 
ago  8 years . 


Other  Immunization: 


Polio.  D/P/T 

Primary: 

Under  5 yrs.  325  250 

- 15  years.  11  - 

Rc-inforcing  Dose: 

Under  5 yrs.  17  155 

- 15  years . 237  51 


159 

8 


D/T  ( see  notes) 


14 

2 


59 

178 


Notes: 


Polio.  - Immunization  against  Acute  Poliomyelitis  by  Oral 
vaccine  or  injection. 


D/P/T  - Combined  protection  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Tetanus . 

D/T  - Combined  protection  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough. 
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Causes  of  "^eath 


Cause: 


Tuberculosis.  Respiratory. 

" Other. 

Syphilitic  Disease. 

Measles . 

Other  Infective/Parasitic  Diseases. 
Malignant  Neoplasms:  Stomach. 

" Lung  & Bronchus . 

n Breast. 

" Uterus. 

Other  Mali gnant/Lynphati c Neoplasms. 
Leui.aemia/Aleukaemia . 

Diabetus . 

Vascular  Lesion/Nervous  System. 
Coronary  Angina. 

Hypertension  & Heart  Disease. 

Other  Heart  Disease. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

Influenza. 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 
Ulcers  of  Stomach  & Duodenum. 
Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea. 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

Congenital  Malformation. 

Other  defined  or  ill  defined  Diseases. 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

All  other  Accidents. 

Suicide. 


TOTAL 


Male : 
Under  1 S -65 


Female: 


-65 


pm- 

Total j All  1966  ? 

+ 

1 


1 


6 a 


The  Tables  on  Factory,  1961,  visits  are  included  in  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector's  section. 


- 9 - 


EASTRY  RURAL DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 

Ml, 


REPORT  BY  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on 
Environmental  Health  within  the  Eastry  Rural  District  during 
the  year  1967. 


W.  H.  SAYERS 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


' 


. .V  « 


- 


HOUSING 


(l)  Normal  action  taken  under  the  Housing 


No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  16  7 

(i.e.  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable 
expense) 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  3 


No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  3 

No.  of  houses  demolished  18 


No.  of  houses,  subject  to  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 
in  which  proposals  under  Section  24  for  repair  and  ...  8 

improvement  were  accepted. 

No.  of  houses,  subject  to  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 
repaired,  improved  and  made  fit  for  habitation  and  the  ...  7 

Orders  revoked. 


5jC  # % # Sfc  $ SjC 


It  will  be  noted  that,  proposals  for  re-conditioning  a 
number  of  condemned  houses  were  accepted  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  under  powers  contained  in  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 
¥hen  a building  has  special  architectural  or  historic  interest  or  is 
otherwise  worthy  of  preservation,  this  is  to  be  welcomed,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  enthuse  when  the  extent  of  re-building  can  result  in  an 
expenditure  exceeding  the  cost  of  a new  dwelling  affording  comparable 
accommodation  while  still  retaining  inherent  defects  which  cannot  be 
eliminated.  This  is  the  situation  which  unfortunately  can  arise 
where  an  owner  undertakes  eighty  per  cent  re-building  as  he  finds  one 
hundred  per  cent  would  not  receive  planning  permission. 


if.  >£  # 


During  the  year  1967,  FIVE  families  only  were  re-housed 
from  houses  on  which  the  Council  had  made  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  THIRTY-FIVE  condemned  houses 
were  still  occupied. 


9jc  # :fc  sjcs):  s{e  ^ sj: 
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(2)  Modernisation  of  houses  with  the  aid  of  Grants 


Since  1964,  the  Council  have  actively  encouraged 
a policy  of  voluntary  house  improvement  by  offering  Grants,  and 
by  the  end  of  1967,  Grants  had  been  approved  for  a total  of 
NINE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY -TWO  dwellings. 


(a) 


No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Grants  were  approved  ..  44 
(Nineteen  of  these  were  owner/occupied  and  T?/enty-five 
tenanted) 


Total  cost  of  schemes  approved 


Amount  ascribed  to:  Improvements: 


Repairs : 


Total  of  Grants  approved: 


£38,909 

(Average  per  dwelling  £884) 
£31,184 

(Average  per  dwelling  £708) 


£7,725 

(Average  per  dwelling  £176) 


£13,309 

(Average  per  dwelling  £302) 


The  maximum  grant  of  £400  v/as  approved  in  SEVENTEEN  cases. 


( b ) Standard  Grants  - _19_67_. 


EIGHTEEN  applications  were  approved,  of  v/hich  thirteen  v/ere 
from  owner/occupiers. 


>^>Jer{s54ci1'c^c>!c>(cs}e 


No  areas  of  the  district  have  yet  been  found  v/hich  are 
considered  suitable  for  declaration  as  Improvement  Areas,  and  one 
representation  only  has  been  received  from  a tenant  requesting  the 
Council  to  implement  their  powers  of  compulsory  improvement,  and 
this  vra,s  resolved  after  service  of  a preliminary  notice. 


* ** * * # * * * 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


There  are  8,2+49  dwelling  houses  in  the  district,  of  which 
TEN  only  are  now  without  a piped  supply.  THREE  houses  draw  a main 
supply  from  standpipes . 


From  main  supplies : 1 

From  private  wells:  21 


This  was  satisfactory, 
4 sources  were  unfit. 


Chemical: 


From  main  supplies:  1 This  was  satisfactory. 

From  private  supplies:  4 1 source  was  unfit. 


DRAINAGE 


In  June,  19&7,  it  was  suggested  to  the  Council  that  the 
supervision  of  drainage  to  new  buildings  might  with  benefit  be 
transferred  to  the  Surveyor's  Department,  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  retaining  responsibility  for  all  drainage  works 
involved  in  alterations  and  additions  to  existing  buildings. 

This  recommendation  was  accepted  and  took  effect  from  1st  July. 


The  new  sewers  in  Monkton  and  St.  Nicholas -at -Wade  were 
completed  in  March  but  by  the  end  of  the  year,  only  one  half  of  the 
properties  for  which  the  sewer  was  available  had  been  connected  and 
no  pail  closets  had  been  abolished.  This  poor  progress  is  in  part 
attributable  to  difficulties  which  should  not  have  occurred  and 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  avoided  in  future  sewerage  schemes. 

In  the  district  as  a whole,  FORTY -FOUR  pail  closets  were 
abolished  during  the  year. 


>jt  # !{C  S|t  $ >jt  $+C  >jc 
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PAIL  CLOSETS 


The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of  Pail  Closets 
existing  in  the  various  parishes 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING 


The  use  of  land  as  a caravan  site  is  controlled  by  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960.  Subject  to 
certain  exemptions,  land  may  not  be  used  as  a caravan  site  unless 
the  occupier  of  the  land  holds  a site  licence  authorising  the  use 
of  the  land  for  that  purpose. 

Licence  conditions  were  varied  during  the  year  to  permit 
increases  in  the  number  of  holiday  caravans  on  the  following  sites :- 

a)  Sutton  Vale  - from  100  to  114. 

h)  Wayside  - from  41  to  46. 

c)  Foxhunter  Caravan  Park  - from  220  to  285. 

During  the  year,  the  licences  for  the  residential  and 
holiday  caravan  sites  at  Monkton  were  transferred  from  Walters  Hall 
Caravan  Site  Limited,  to  Foxhunter  Caravan  Park  Limited  - a subsidiary 
of  the  London  Caravan  Group. 

Site  licences  which  have  been  issued  by  the  District  Council 
and  are  in  force  are  as  follows:- 


Thanet’s  Caravan  Park,  Acol. 

40 

Holiday. 

Frost  Farm,  St.  Nicholas -at -Wade. 

48 

n 

Smugglers  Leap,  Minster. 

40 

Residential 

Wayside,  Minster. 

46 

Holiday. 

Foxhunter  Caravan  Park,  Monkton. 

285 
( 28 

Holiday. 

Residential 

Dog  & Duck,  Stourmouth. 

60 

Holiday. 

Sandhills,  Sholden. 

65 

tt 

Sutton  Vale,  Sutton. 

114 

t! 

5|c  >,'<  >'fi  # % $ >J< 


Individual  residential  caravans  ...  9. 


% # # >!«>}(  >je  >Jc  >;<  # 


The  control  of  sanitary  conditions  on  tented  camping  sites 
is  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  a licence  is  not 
required  unless  land  is  used  for  more  than  forty-two  consecutive  days 
or  for  more  than  sixty  days  in  any  twelve  consecutive  months. 

One  licence  has  been  issued  by  the  Council  permitting  a 
maximum  of  SEVENTY  tents  to  be  stationed  on  land  at  Court  Road, 

St.  Nicholas -at-Wade. 


Gypsies  and  other  Travellers  - At  the  end  of  the  year, 
five  caravans  were  stationed  on  two  unlicensed  sites  in  the  district, 
formal  action  in  respect  of  one  site  having  been  deferred  in  deference 
to  Circular  60/67  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government. 


# $ A s}:  :£ # *>!< 
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The  District  Council  are  responsible  for  the  Sections  of  the 
Act  relating  to  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  all  factories,  building  operations  and  works  of  engineering  con- 
struction. In  addition,  they  administer  the  provisions  relating  to 
cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation  and  drainage  of 
floors  at  factories  without  mechanical  power. 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises . 


(1) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 


(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority.  


(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority, 
(excluding  out -worker s' 
premises) . 


TOTAL: 


| Number 

Number  of 

on 

f Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1 (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4 

4 

- 

- 

57 

51 

1 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

6l 

55 

1 

- 

Three  defects  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  were  found 
during  the  year  and  two  had  been  remedied.  Twelve  outworkers  were 
recorded,  eleven  making  wearing  apparel  and  one  lampshades. 


This  is  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare 
of  persons  employed  in  agriculture.  The  District  Council  are  required  to 
administer  only  that  Section  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  provision, 
maintenance  and  cleanliness  of  sanitary  conveniences.  There  should  be 
close  association  between  this  amenity  and  washing  facilities  and  it 
seems  unfortunate  that  the  responsibility  should  be  divided  between 
the  local  authority  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food. 
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This  Act  provides  for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of 
persons  employed  in  offices,  shops  and  certain  railway  premises. 

All  premises  in  the  district  for  which  the  local  authority 
are  responsible  under  the  Act  have  been  registered,  and  sixty-five 
received  a general  inspection  during  the  year.  The  various  type  of 
premises  registered  are:- 


Offices  23 
Retail  Shops  73 
Catering  Establishments  9 
Fuel  Storage  Depots  1 


During  the  year,  infringements  of  the  Act 
found  as  follows 


and  Regulations  were 


Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  . . . 

Inadequate  temperature  

Absence  of  Thermometer  

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  lighting 

Worn  and  unsafe  floors  

Absence  of  handrails  to  staircases  ... 
Unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  or 

washing  facilities  

Absence  of  prescribed  First  Aid  materials 
Absence  of  Abstract  of  the  Act  


2 

3 

13 

13 

2 

1 

2 

15 

21 


The  Act  requires  the  occupier  of  any  premises  to  which  it  applies, 
to  notify  the  enforcing  authority  of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises, 
which  causes  the  death  of  a person  employed,  or  disabled  a person  for  more 
than  three  days  from  doing  his  usual  work.  Two  minor  accidents  were 
notified  during  1967. 


SHOPS  ACT.  1950 


This  is  a consolidated  Act  relating  mainly  to  hours  of  Closing 
and  Sunday  Trading.  S*  far  as  the  welfare  of  shop  assistants  is  concerned, 
it  covers  Statutory  half  holidays,  meal  times  and  the  hours  of  employment 
of  young  persons.  The  District  Council  are  responsible  for  functions 
under  the  Act  under  a delegation  agreement  with  the  County  Council. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  1966,  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1967,  and  pro- 
vided a welcome  and  much  needed  measure  of  control  over  the  sale  and 
distribution  of  food  from  mobile  shops,  stalls  and  delivery  vehicles. 

It  was  perhaps  inevitable  from  the  range  of  circumstances  to  be 
covered  that,  such  Regulations  should  be  comprehensive  and  complex  but 
it  is  difficult  to  accept  that  they  could  not  have  been  drafted  so  as 
to  be  more  readily  understood  by  those  to  whom  they  apply  and  those  who 
have  a duty  to  enforce  them.  In  a district  of  this  size,  the  very 
nature  of  stalls  and  delivery  vehicles  is  making  inspection  far  more 
difficult  and  time  consuming  than  in  the  case  of  fixed  premises,  and 
although  the  larger  concerns  on  the  whole  have  done  whatever  has  been 
necessary,  some  smaller  traders  are  proving  slow  to  accept  the  require- 
ments of  the  Regulations . 

The  following  are  the  type  of  contraventions  that  are  being 

found :- 


Absence  of  facilities  for  hand  washing. 

Absence  of  facilities  for  washing  equipment. 

Absence  of  suitable  First  Aid  materials. 

Clean  and  washable  overclothing  not  being  worn. 

Vehicles  without  name  and  address  conspicuously 
displayed. 

:Jc  # jjc  ije  sf<  aj«  >!c  >}t 


Food  promises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
i960,  are  as  follows :- 


Number. 

Comply  with 

Reg.  19 

Comply  with 

applies . 

r 11  m - in  .jmxm 

Reg. 19. 

Wholesalers: 

4 

k 

h- 

hr 

Retail  Food  Shops: 

118 

117 

96 

95 

Hotels,  Cafes, 

53 

53 

53 

53 

Restaurants,  Canteens: 

Licensed  Premises: 

68 

68 

68 

68 

Poulterers: 

3 

2 

3 

2 

# ;Jc  # $ * # % * 
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For  the  sale  of  ice-cream 


94 


Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  3 

For  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages  15 

For  Ham  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


%<  i'fi  5jc  # 9{C  # 


There  are  37  registered  Milk  Distributors  and  all  milk  is 
processed  and  bottled  outside  the  district. 


# s{o{o;<  sjs  % 


There  are  novr  no  Slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  district 
and  the  one  Knackers  lard  closed  in  October,  1967. 


5;:  # >;<  s}:  9}t  s{t  5}c  s{«  5je 


There  are  three  small  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
district,  to  which  nineteen  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Slaughter- 
ing takes  place  at  very  irregular  intervals  so  that  it  is  impracticable 
for  Inspectors  to  examine  every  bird  or  carcase,  but  personnel  are 
encouraged  to  carry  out  a system  of  scrutiny  themselves.  Two  premises 
deal  with  hens  and  the  other  with  turkeys  and  a total  of  some  ten  thousand 
birds  were  processed  during  the  year. 


>jc  % >;<  5jc  # 5J4 


The  following  quantities  of  food  were  inspected  and  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 


Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

• • « 

...  6 

cwt 

. 25 

lbs . 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

• • • 

...  1 

t! 

85 

!1 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

• • • 

• • • 

108 

Tt 

Canned  meats  

• • • 

...  5 

11 

22 

11 

Other  canned  foods  

• • « 

• • • 

105 

IT 

Jji  5}c  Sjc  # >]<  # ^ 
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No  food  was  imported  through  Mans ton  Airport  during  the  year. 

A consignment  of  Scotch  Lamb  which  had  arrived  by  road  for  export  to  the 
Continent  was  examined  and  the  Airline  were  advised  that,  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  a number  of  the  carcases,  the  whole  consignment  was  likely 
to  be  rejected  on  arrival  in  G-ermany.  The  meat  was  subsequently 
transported  to  Smithfield  Market  and  arrangements  made  to  ensure  a 
final  inspection  there,  before  release  to  the  home  market. 


# >;<  sic  >;« »!« ❖ ❖ >!<  # 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employ  one  full  time  Rodent  Operative  who  alsc 
assists  with  drain  testing,  disinfecting  and  disinfestations. 

With  an  area  of  8 4 square  miles  to  cover  he  is  very  fully 
occupied,  particularly  between  October  and  March. 

A free  treatment  for  rats  and  mice  is  given  to  private 
dwelling  houses  and  ether  properties  are  treated  at  an  inclusive 
charge  of  9/-d.  per  hour. 

Sewer  baiting  again  revealed  infestation  in  the  Aylesham 
sewers  and  there  was  evidence  to  suggest  an  association  with  surface 
infestations.  Building  sites  are  commonly  susceptible  to  rat  infesta- 
tion and  in  view  of  the  risk  of  rats  gaining  access  to  the  sewers,  it 
is  important  that  drains  under  construction  should  be  temporarily 
sealed  whenever  work  is  not  in  progress.  It  is  equally  important  that, 
when  demolition  takes  place,  disused  drains  are  immediately  grubbed  up 
or  filled  with  concrete. 

In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  Foot  & Mouth  Disease  in  the 
Country,  visits  to  agricultural  properties  were  stopped  from  the 
beginning  of  November,  1967.  As  'this  is  normally  the  time  of  year  when 
survey  and  treatment  of  farms  is  at  a peak,  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
not  result  in  major  infestations  later  in  1968. 


=ja*a 


Agricultural 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Total 



I (a)  As  the  result  of  notification. 

3A 

235 

269 

(b)  In  the  course  of  survey. 

279 

2 44 

523 

| (c)  No.  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  or  mice . 

111 

208 

319 
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This  is  an  Order  primarily  concerned  with  the  protection  of 
animal  health,  which  is  enforced  in  the  district  under  delegation  from 
the  County  Council.  There  are  at  present  seven  premises  holding 
licences  and  operating  plant  and  equipment  for  the  boiling  of  waste 
food  and,  although  this  is  not  strictly  a public  health  function,  we 
have  also  an  interest  in  the  prevention  of  nuisance  and  rat  infestation. 


>J;  >;<  # 5jojoj< 
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